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1 . POLITICAL OFFICER DISCUSSED BOUCHEREAU CASE WITH INTERIOR 
MINISTER JEANTY ON OCTOBER 4. JEANTY SAID THERE WAS NO 
TRUTH WHATEVER TO REPORTS THAT BOUCHEREAU WAS RECENTLY, 
OR STILT. IS, ALIVE IN TB SANATORIUM OR MILITARY HOSPITAL. 
JEANTY EXPLAINED THAT IT IS UNFORTUNATELY A HAITIAN TRAIT 
THAT WHEN A PERSON HAS A GRUDGE AGAINST AN INDIVIDUAL OR A 
FAMILY HE MAY SOMETIMES SEEK TO INFLICT PAIN BY INVENTING 
STORIES THAT TOUCH A KNOWN WEAK SPOT OF HIS VICTIM. 

2. JEANTY SURMISED THIS MIGHT BE THE CASE WITH THE BOUCHER- 
EAUS AND THAT HE SAID SO TO MRS. BOUCHEREAU WHEN SHE CALLED 
ON HIM SEPTEMBER 24 TO INQUIRE ABOUT HER HUSBAND. JEANTY 
SAID HE CHALLENGED MRS. BOUCHEREAU TO IDENTIFY THE 
INFORMANT CLAIMING TO HAVE SEEN HER HUSBAND ALIVE. MRS. 
BOUCHEREAU SAID SHE COULD NOT SINCE THE ALLEGATIONS WERE 
ONLY "HEARSAY." JEANTY WENT ON TO SAY THAT MRS. BOUCHEREAU 
HAD BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS 
SEPTEMBER 28 ANNOUNCEMENT (PORT AU PRINCE 3720), TO APPLY 

TO THE CIVIL TRIBUNAL OF PORT AU PRINCE FOR AN INVESTI- 
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GATION OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF HER HUSBAND AND POSSIBLE 
ISSUANCE OF A DEATH CERTIFICATE. JEANTY COULD NOT BE DRAWN 
OUT ON THE ACTUAL FATE OF BOUCHEREAU. 

3. COINCIDENTALLY WITH CALL ON JEANTY, THE BOUCHEREAU CASE 
BECAME A MAJOR MEDIA STORY. MRS. BOUCHEREAU ADDRESSED AN 
OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT DUVALIER WHICH WAS PUBLISHED IN 
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THE OCTOBER 3 EDITION OF THE AFTERNOON N OUVELLISTE AND 
BROADCAST BY MANY RADIO STATIONS THE FOLLOWING DAY. HER 
LETTER, ASKING FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HER HUSBAND S FATE, 

PRAISED PRESIDENT'S RECENT ACTIONS SUCH AS AMNESTY AND 
SIGNATURE OF SAN JOSE CONVENTION AS WELL AS HIS SEPTEMBER 
22 STATEMENT THAT HE THINKS OF THE ENEMIES OF THE PAST 
"WITHOUT HATE AND WITHOUT MALICE." IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL RESPOND TO THE LETTER BUT IF A DEATH CER- 
TIFICATE IS ISSUED IN RESPONSE TO AN APPLICATION BY THE 
BOUCHEREAUS THE FACT WILL CERTAINLY BE WIDELY REPORTED. 

JONES 
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